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The Background 

National Curriculum Levels were removed by the Government in 2014.  There were 

numerous technical problems with levels, and now schools across the country have been 

working to develop  new ways of assessing progress and attainment so that both pupils and 

parents know how well they are doing and how to improve.  

  

Principles of Assessment at Madeley 

Formative Assessment and Feedback 

The most important goal of assessment is to ensure that it helps pupils to make future 

progress in their learning. Grades or Bands on their own tell pupils how they compare to 

others, but doesn’t tell them anything about how they can improve their work or deepen 

their understanding. Pupils need high quality feedback to do this. Formative assessments in 

each subject are important, and pupils are given SWAN (Strengths, Weaknesses, and Next 

Steps) feedback regularly that clearly explains what they need to do to improve and crucially 

how they can do it. 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Austin was always capable of drawing the final butterfly, but needed careful advice and 

feedback along the way.  

  

Progress 

Pupils arrive at Madeley having reached different attainment levels in each subject, having 

strengths and areas for development. It is important that we take into account their starting 

points when setting their targets and measuring progress. In our flightpath system, progress 

is judged relative to pupils different starting points in each of their subjects. All pupils have 

scope to make excellent progress regardless of where they start.  
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Attainment 

Our aim is for all of our pupils to believe their learning has no limits; that they can 

continually improve and reach new higher standards. However, in practice, standards in 

learning are often defined by comparing outcomes to the full range of outcomes from all 

pupils. ‘Is 80% a good score?’ or ‘how good is my reading’ are questions that are best 

answered by comparison with standards set by the cohort as a whole. So, as well as 

ensuring pupils get the quality feedback they need in every subject, we believe it is 

important pupils know the attainment they are reaching, and therefore provide them with a 

GCSE Band (1-9) along their flightpath journey. This GCSE Band is also how pupils will be 

assessed at the end of Year 11 in their GCSEs from 2016 (Eng & Maths) and in all subjects 

from 2017 (i.e. what will be written on their GCSE certificates).   

  

Assessment at Madeley 

Assessment at Madeley School is based on GCSE criteria (skills and/or content) for all year 

groups.  In all year groups, this is reported with a GCSE band (1-9) followed by a + (very 

secure), = (secure) or - (developing). A working towards (W) grade is awarded as a grade 

before the 1-9 scale. As we move towards the new specifications in each subject, teachers 

will be able to securely give out GCSE band scores, but while this takes time to embed into 

schools across the country, teachers will also be able to assess against current GCSE grades 

A*-G, using the table below: 
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Target Setting: 

Each pupil will receive an end of year target and an end of year 11 target in each subject. 

This will be in the form of a GCSE Band (1-9). These targets will be based on KS2 scores. 

Progress of pupils is compared to these targets during their time at Madeley. This process is 

called ‘the flightpath,’ and will help pupils, parents and teachers identify which pupils are  

above, on or below where we would  expect them to be. Different pupils will have different 

targets and a different journey in achieving their aims. Parents will receive regular updates 

showing the latest GCSE Band a pupil has achieved in each subject, compared to their end of 

Year Band target. There is no limit on anyone’s progress or attainment; pupils who 

continually improve beyond the average rate of progress will see their grades rise. If a pupil 

exceeds their end of year target, this will be raised at the next assessment point.  
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How tracking GCSE Bands are generated:  

Pupils and parents will receive regular updates showing the current GCSE band a pupils is 

working at. These GCSE bands are generated in the following way: 

1) Formative assessment linked to GCSE criteria. For example, there is ongoing assessment 

of the work produced daily in lessons.  

2) Summative assessment linked to GCSE criteria.  Subjects have end of unit assessments, 

also known as ‘topic tests.’ 

3) End of year tests based on GCSE criteria.  

4) Assessment for Learning grid sheets and skill sheets - that shows how different skills are 

awarded different points. 

 

TIME Reports 

TIME reports are regularly given out to parents and show the progress that a pupil is 

making. The reports show the ‘current band’ a pupil is working at and compares it with the 

‘end of year target band.’ This shows how close a pupil is to achieving their end of year 

target band. The last column summarises the effort shown in each subject.  If a pupil 

exceeds their end of year target, this will be raised at the next assessment point. 

 

Frequently asked questions 

 

Q) Why is my son/daughter’s GCSE Band lower in MFL? 

If the GCSE Band is lower for a MFL subject, then this could be due to the fact that a pupil 

may have had limited past experiences of the MFL subject. E.g they may be studying Spanish 

for the first time, so we would expect them to start off on a lower GCSE Band score.  

 

Q) My son/daughter has remained on the same GCSE Band since their last report. Should I 

be worried? 

Assessment and progress do not always occur in linear form. I.e some pupils may progress 

more rapidly in KS4, while other exceed expectations in lower school.  If there is a cause of 

concern from the school then parents will be contacted directly. Reports and current 

tracking will also be discussed in more detail during Consultation Evening.  

  
Q) Why in some subjects does the assessment go up and down? 
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This maybe down to the module that is being delivered e.g. in PE they may be a very strong 
volleyball player but during the next module they may find gymnastics more difficult. 


